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The policy of stripping the country was
anything but a success. It caused infinite
trouble to ourselves and discontent among the
Boers, it sent many men back to the com-
mandos who would otherwise have remained
quiet,at home, and it inspired the leaders to
some Very daring raids. In the end it ran up
a big bill, not only for the maintenance of
camps but also for reparation of buildings and
stoc

The institution of blockhouse lines was more
effective, though much time was spent and
many failures reported before success could
be attained. The first lines were constructed
to protect the railway; when these were
reasonably secure the system was extended
across country in various directions, gradually
cutting it up into pens. A strong fence of
barbed wire was planted, with blockhouses at
intervals of a mile and a half; intermediate
houses were then built, reducing the intervals
till in the end they rarely exceeded four hun-
'dred yards. The garrisons consisted of a cor-
poral and half a dozen privates, sometimes
more.
The infantry soldier found life in a block-
house a delightful change from the wearisome
trek. He was kept in hard condition by con-
stant patrolling, and yet had time to devote to
various occupations. Commanding officers re-
ported that the best results were obtained by
keeping each squad permanently in the same
blockhouse, which then became a home.
Knowing that their own safety depended on